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NASHVILLE GAVE GEORGE HAMILTON TRUE 
“FEELING” OF HANK WILLIAMS FOR FILM 


George Hamilton has achieved not 
one but two goals he set for himself as 
a youngster. The first was to become an 
actor, and while still in his teens he 
won note as one of the brightest new 
prospects in Hollywood. Now, five 
years after his film bow, he has ful- 
filled another aim—to be a “detective.” 

It came about with his new starring 
role as the late famed country singer- 


composer, Hank Williams, in Metro- 
Goldwyn - Mayer’s “Your Cheatin’ 
Heart.” In the Sam Katzman produc- 
tion, also starring Susan Oliver, Red 
3uttons and Arthur O’Connell, Hamil- 
ton took on the most challenging as- 
signment of his career: portraying a 
remarkably gifted man who was also 
an enigma. 

“Hank Williams was no ordinary 
person,” Hamilton asserts. “Everyone 
saw him differently—his wife, friends, 
the people he worked with, and audi- 
ences. So I had to do some detective 
work to discover their reactions and 
track down the sources in order to 
enact him on the screen with complete 
honesty.” 

A perfectionist, the actor made sev- 
eral trips to Nashville, Tennessee, 
where Williams lived in his “mansion 
on the hill” and where he made some 
of his greatest MGM Records, in addi- 
tion to performing on the “Grand Ole 
Opry” radio show. 

“T talked to the people who knew 
him,” Hamilton said. “I visited his 
home and went to his favorite places. 
I steeped myself in the ‘atmosphere’ 
surrounding Hank Williams to get the 
real feeling of the man.” 

His first trip to Nashville was to 
meet Audrey Williams, the singer’s 
widow, who later served as technical 
advisor on “Your Cheatin’ Heart.” 
Hamilton had wanted to play the role 
for some time and decided the best way 
to get it was to convince Mrs. Wil- 
liams. 

The latter at first was undecided. “I 
had an image of George Hamilton 
looking immaculate in a white dinner 
jacket, so different from casual, in- 
formal Hank. But he knew so much 
about my husband’s life and had even 
managed to copy Hank’s mannerisms 
that I decided after our meeting that 
he would be ideal for the part. Too, 
George was born in Memphis, so he 
knew Hank’s country from the time 
he was a boy.” 

On subsequent visits south, Hamil- 
ton went to Montgomery, Alabama, 
near where Williams was born. There 
he chatted with the singer’s father and 
teachers and learned about his child- 
hood. 

“There was so much to this man,” 
he says. “He had such a great gift he 
didn’t even bother to write down some 
of the songs he composed. They came 
from his heart and that was enough 
for him.” 

Among Williams’ more than 200 
compositions are “Jimbalaya,” “Cold, 
Cold Heart,” “Hey, Good Lookin” and 


George Hamilton portrays the 
famous late country-western 
singer and composer, Hank 
Williams, whose dramatic life 
story is unfolded in Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s ** Your Chea- 
tin? Heart.”’? Filmed in Pana- 
vision, the picture features ten 
of Williams’ greatest song hits, 
sung on the sound track by 
Hank Williams, Jr., himself a 
popular recording star. Also 
starred are Susan Oliver, Red 
Buttons and Arthur O’ Connell. 


Your Cheatin’ Heart 
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the film’s title song, “Your Cheatin 
Heart.” These and six other top 
Williams tunes are spotlighted in the 
picture. 

To further authenticate his portrayal 
of Williams, the star, with the appro- 
bation of Mrs. Williams, wore the sing- 
er’s famous sterling - silver - trimmed 
boots in the film and played his favor- 
ite guitar, In one scene, he wore a 
camel’s hair overcoat decorated with 
musical notes from “Your Cheatin’ 
Heart.” 

“Hank always insisted on the very 
best in show suits,” Hamilton points 
out, “so my wardrobe for the film was 
something special. Nudie, the western- 
clothes tailor who was also Hank’s 
personal suit-maker, trimmed the out- 
fits with cloth-of-gold and semi-pre- 
cious stones. The pure white ten-gallon 
hats and handmade, decorated boots 
completed the picture of show business 
—country style. I’m pretty certain 
Hank Williams would have approved.” 


Susan Oliver pleads with her husband, George Hamilton, not to 
ruin his career by drinking in this scene from ‘‘ Your Cheatin’ 
Heart.’ The new Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer picture, also starring 
Red Buttons and Arthur O’Connell, tells the dramatic and 
moving story of the late country-western singer Hank Williams, 
one of the most popular composers and entertainers of his time. 
Filmed in Panavision, it features ten of Williams’ greatest song 
hits, sung on the sound track by Hank Williams, Jr., himself a 
popular concert and recording star. Sam Katzman produced. 
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GEORGE HAMILTON ENACTS HANK WILLIAMS IN "YOUR CHEATIN 
HEART,” MOVING STORY OF POPULAR SINGER'S DRAMATIC LIFE 


The story of Hank Williams, Amer- 
ica’s famous country singer-composer, 
is unfolded in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
“Your Cheatin’ Heart” in a motion 
picture which touches the heart. It is 
a compelling drama, alternating be- 
tween joy and tragedy, and high- 
lighted by many of the ballads, religious 
songs and popular country music 
which Williams sung across the coun- 
try and which made him one of the 
most beloved entertainers of his day. 

George Hamilton portrays Williams 
in the film. Susan Oliver enacts 
Audrey, the girl he met while he was 
performing in a traveling medicine 
show and whom he married soon after. 
At the time he was so broke, he had to 
substitute an iron washer for a wedding 
ring. Red Buttons is seen as Shorty 
Younger, the trouper who became 
Hank’s life-long friend and who tried 
desperately to rehabilitate him when 
success robbed him of his touch with 
the common folk and he turned to 
drink. Arthur O’Connell has the role 


of Fred Rose, the successful music 
publisher, who gave Williams his first 
break. 

Born into humble circumstances, 
Hank Williams learned basic country- 
music chords from a Negro street 
singer and parlayed his otherwise un- 
tutored talent into a major success. 
Before his untimely death in 1953, at 
the age of 29, he had written more than 
500 songs, sold millions of records and 
was an international favorite. 

The story of “Your Cheatin’ Heart” 
faithfully traces the steps of Hank’s 
eventful life from his beginning as a 
shoeshine boy, his early success on the 
popular Louisiana Hayride radio pro- 
gram, his rise to wealth and fame, 
crowned by his triumph with the Grand 
Ole Opry, top show in the country- 
western music field. But although his 
professional success soared, his per- 
sonal life and marriage collapsed and 
not even the birth of a son, Hank, Jr., 
failed to bring him out of his alcoholic 
rut. 

Desperately, Hank tries to get hold 
of himself and make a fresh start, and 
almost succeeds, But it is his very pop- 


ularity and integrity which proves his 
undoing in the final moving sequences 
of the story. 

“Your Cheatin’ Heart” is enlivened 
with melodic interludes throughout its 
unfolding, with a varied group of 
Williangs’ outstanding hits heard in 
colorful scenes. They include the title 
song, together with ‘Cold, Cold Heart,” 
“Jambalaya,” “Hey, Good Lookin,’ ” 
“Ramblin’ Man,” ‘Roll Um Pete,” 
“Long Gone Lonesome Blues,” “Just 
Waitin,” “I Saw the Eight’ “and 
“Kawliga.” They are sung on the sound 
track by Hank Williams, Jr., himself 
a popular concert and recording star. 

A Sam Katzman production in 
Panavision, “Your Cheatin’ Heart” was 
directed by Gene Nelson, with the story 
written for the screen by Stanford 
Whitmore. Aiding in giving the pic- 
ture complete validity was Mrs. Hank 
Williams, who acted as technical ad- 
visor. 

Prominent in supporting roles are 
Shary Marshall, Rex Ingram, Chris 
Crosby, Rex Holman, Hortense Petra, 
Roy Engel, Donald Losby and Kevin 


George Hamilton, portarying the late country-western singer, 
Hank Williams, gives an impromptu performance from a porch 
in this scene from ‘** Your Cheatin’ Heart.’? The Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer picture, in Panavision, unfolds the dramatic and moving 
story of Williams’ brief but colorful life in which he rose to fame 
as one of the most popular composers and entertainers of his 
time. Susan Oliver, Red Buttons and Arthur O’ Connell also star 
in the new film, which features ten of Williams’ song hits. 
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WHAT BLONDE MOVIE STAR EDUCATED IN 
JAPAN SPEAKS WITH SOUTHERN ACCENT? 


Ready for a riddle? What pretty, 
blond actress was born in New York, 
educated in Tokyo, Japan, lives in 
Hollywood and speaks with a South- 
ern accent? 

If you didn’t guess Susan Oliver you 
can claim a foul, because the accent is 
just a temporary attribute of the at- 
tractive and talented young star. She 
learned to speak with a_ below-the- 
Mason-Dixon-line drawl for her role 
as Audrey Williams, widow of famed 
singer-composer Hank Williams, in 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s “Your Cheat- 
in’ Heart.” And therein lies a twisted 
tongue-in-cheek story. 

“When my father was a State De- 
partment employee stationed in Tokyo, 
I was the only American attending an 
all-Japanese school,” she says. “Nat- 
urally, I had to learn Japanese and 
somehow the curious, clipped cadence 
of the language slipped over into my 
English pronunciation. 

“People have commented on my 
speech pattern and it got to be a joke 
when I was acquiring my southern 
accent for ‘Your Cheatin’ Heart.’ 
George Hamilton, who portrays Hank 
Williams, would ask me if I were sure 
I didn’t hail from the south of Japan!” 

Actually, Miss Oliver had the best 


possible instructress for her southern 
accent—Audrey Williams, who served 
as technical advisor for the film story 
of her late husband’s life. 


“Tt was a once-in-a-lifetime experi- 
ence to portray a real person on the 
screen,’ Miss Oliver comments, “with 
the benefit of having that very person 
on the set. Mrs. Williams filled me in 
on so many biographical details.” 

Asked how she felt seeing herself 
portrayed on the screen, the latter re- 
plied, “I can’t think of enough com- 
pliments to give Susan Oliver. She 
worked for complete authenticity and 
it iS apparent in every one of her 
scenes.” 


A comparison of the two women 
shows they both have biond hair, light- 
blue eyes and a flair for music, These 
were some of the reasons Producer 
Sam Katzman and Mrs. Williams 
wanted Miss Oliver for the part. But 
most important, of course, was her 
acting ability. 

Miss Oliver has scored on_ the 
Broadway stage, in television and in 
motion pictures, most recently on the 
screen with Connie Francis in ‘“Look- 
ing For Love.” She has countless 
enthusiasms, among them self-hypno- 
sis, hypnopedia (learning languages 
from records while asleep) and music. 
She plays the guitar, balalaika and 
piano, and last year made her folk- 
singing debut in Moscow. 

“T was an American delegate to the 
Moscow Film Festival,’ she explains, 
“and when one of Russia’s top pop 
singers heard me play my guitar and 
sing, he asked me to perform in a pro- 
gram in Leningrad. I agreed and for 
entertaining 100,000 Russians I re- 
ceived 124 rubbles and a round-trip 
fare to Moscow.” 
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Produced by Sam Katzman. Directed by 
Gene Nelson. Written by Stanford Whit- 
more. Music Supervised and Conducted by 
Fred Karger. Songs by Hank Williams 
Recorded by Hank Williams, Jr. Director of 
Photography: Ellis W. Carter, A.S.C. In 
Panavision. Art Direction: George W. Davis 
and Merrill Pye. Set Decoration: Henry 
Grace, Don Greenwood, Jr. Assistant Direc- 
tor: Eddie Saeta. Production Co ordinator: 
Robert Stone. Recording Supervisor: Frank- 
lin Milton. A Four Leaf Production. Film 
Editor: Ben Lewis. Music Co-ordinator: Hal 
Belfer. Technical Advisor: Audrey Williams 
(Mrs. Hank Williams). Make-Up Supervisor: 
William Tuttle. Hair Styles by Sydney 
Guilaroff. Presented by Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer. 


Susan Oliver portrays Audrey, 
the girl who married Hank 
Williams and helped him to 
achieve nationwide fame as a 


country-western singer and 
composer. The dramatic and 
moving story of Williams’ brief 
but colorful life is depicted in 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
**Your Cheatin’ Heart.’’ George 
Hamilton portrays Hank, with 
Red Buttons and Arthur 
O’ Connellalsoin starring roles. 
The new picture, in Panavision, 
features ten of Williams’ songs. 


Your Cheatin’ Heart 
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GRAND OPRY GAVE 
“COUNTRY MUSIC” 
TS BiG IMPETUS 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s song-filled 
“Your Cheatin’ Heart” marks the first 
time a motion picture has probed a 
specific era of the highly popular field 
of country and western music, now 
more appropriately identified as “the 
Nashville sound.” 

“Your Cheatin’ Heart” is based on 
the life story of Hank Williams, who 
in his 29-year life emerged from the 
cottonfields of Alabama to national 
prominence as a songwriter, singer and 
entertainer. 

George Hamilton portrays him in 
the film, with Hank Williams, Jr., now 
a teenager, re-recording some of his 
father’s biggest hits for the picture, 
including ‘Your Cheatin’ Heart,” 
“Cold, Cold Heart” and “Jambalaya.” 

Country music, which had its origin 
in the mountains of Kentucky, Tennes- 
see and the Carolinas, first gained na- 
tional prominence through such radio 
shows as “Grand Ole Opry,” “The 
Lousiana Hayride” and those featuring 


individual stars, such as Gene Autry 
and Tex Ritter. 

But in recent years, country and 
western music has become such a part 
of the popular field that it is no longer 
possible to draw a line between the two. 
Elvis Presley, for example, may be 
considered the top artist in the so- 
called “pop” field, but actually he be- 
longs to the rock-a-billy country field, 
part of the music now called “the 
Nashville sound.” 

Connie Francis, Brenda Lee, Marty 
Robbins, Jim Reeves and hundreds 
more are deeply rooted in country 
music, both in material and in style 
of arrangement, This flooding of coun- 
try songs into the mainstream of na- 
tional music was no accident. It was 
the gradual acceptance by America of 
its only true folk music. 

Pioneers of the country field, such as 
Ralph Peer, Art Satherley and Frank 
Walker, were thoroughly conversant 
with Negro blues material, and through 
these artists came the fusion of “hill- 
billy” music with Negro blues songs, 
resulting in the country music that is 
so popular today. 

Hank Williams was so important a 
contributor to the movement of pop- 
ular music away from New York’s 
long-estabilshed “Tin Pan Alley” that 
to devotees of “the Nashville sound” 
he still is referred to as “the immortal 
Hank Williams.” 

Williams’ widow, Audrey, served as 
technical advisor during filming of 
“Your Cheatin’ Heart,” which was 
produced by Sam Katzman and di- 
rected by Gene Nelson. Susan Oliver 
portrays Audrey Williams in the pic- 
ture. 


OF CROSBY CLAN 


Chris Crosby, son of singer Bob 
Crosby, makes his acting debut 
with stars George Hamilton, 
Susan Oliver, Red Buttons and 
Arthur O’Connell in Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s ‘‘ Your 
Cheatin’ Heart,” story of the 


late famed country-western 
singer Hank Williams. Young 
Crosby’s only previous film was 
**Hootenanny Hoot,” in which 
he made a singing appearance. 


Your Cheatin’ Heart 
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SKEPTICAL OF “CURE ALL” HARD-SELL 


Red Buttons (center) is amused at George Hamilton’s persis- 
tence in trying to sella skeptical Susan Oliver a bottle of ‘‘cure 
all’ in this scene from “‘ Your Cheatin’ Heart.’? The new Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer picture, in Panavision, tells the dramatic and 
moving story of the late country-western singer Hank Williams, 
one of the most popular natural entertainers of his time. The 
picture features ten of William’s greatest song hits, sung on 
the sound track by Hank Williams, Jr., himself a popular 
concert and recording star. It was produced by Sam Katzman, 
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HANK WILLIAMS’ WIDOW ADVISES FILM 


MAKERS ON FACTS OF HUSBAND'S LIFE 


The remarkable story of Audrey 
Williams, attractive widow of the fa- 
mous country-singer composer Hank 
Wiliams, is a fascinating version of 
the classic Cinderella tale. 

Born in the small town of Banks, 
Alabama, Mrs. Williams married into 
show business and with no previous 
experience became one of the most suc- 
cessful personal managers in a highly 
competitive field. 

Her contribution to the phenomenal 
career of her husband is told dramati- 
cally in the screen presentation of his 
life story, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
“Your Cheatin’ Heart.” George Hamil- 
ton portrays Hank Williams, with 
Susan Oliver, Red Buttons and Arthur 
O’Connell also starred. Sam Katzman 
produced, Gene Nelson directed and 
Audrey Williams served as technical 
advisor. 

“Seeing Hank’s life made into a film 
was one of my greatest ambitions,” 
Mrs. Williams declared. “Talent like 
his doesn’t happen often and the pic- 
ture will help to immortalize him.” 

Hank and Audrey met while both 
were twenty-year-olds. Audrey, her- 
helf, was not an entertainer at the 
time, although her father’s family had 
been musicians. But the first time she 
laid eyes on Williams, who came to her 
hometown playing a guitar and singing 


Red Buttons Knows About 
Singing for Mere Pennies 


In Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s ‘Your 
Cheatin’ Heart,” the story of Hank 
Williams, Red Buttons plays a member 
of a touring group of hillbilly per- 
formers, who are not above passing 
the hat after a performance. 

The role is not such a far cry from 
the early experience of Buttons, who 
went on to become an Academy Award- 
winner for his portrayal in ‘“Sayo- 
Nata.” 

Red’s “show business” career began 
on the street corners of Manhattan 
where the youth sang and danced for 
pennies. 

Later, he got a job as a singing bell- 
boy at Ryan’s City Island, and it was 
here that he was named “Red But- 
tons” by orchestra leader Dinty Moore. 


his own songs, she knew he was the 
man for her, They were married on 
December 15, 1944, and set off travel- 
ing around the country to give shows. 
Audrey’s chore was taking admission 
at the door. 

However, soon she began putting her 
common sense to work (“you can’t 
learn personal-managing in school”) 
and made bookings and deals for Wil- 
liams that led him to the top. She held 
conferences with agents and con- 
founded them with her knowledgeable 
handling of her husband’s career. 

While their professional partnership 
flourished, their personal life was 


blessed with the birth of a son, Hank, 
Jr., on May 26, 1949. Now a strapping 
teen-ager, Hank, Jr., sings the ten 
Williams songs featured in ‘Your 
Cheatin’ Heart.” The boy is also es- 
tablishing himself as a concert and 
MGM Records star, with Mrs, Wil- 
liams overseeing his activities. 

When Hank Williams died suddenly 
and tragically on January 1, 1953, his 
wife completely withdrew from busi- 
ness life for more than a year. Then 
the pressure of Williams’ varied proj- 
ects—his records, song-publishing and 
myriad other concerns—forced her into 
the music world again. In 1955, she 
organized a band and sang with it, a 
carry-over from her traveling days 
with Hank and his “Drifting Cow- 
boys.” 

Today, Mrs. Williams headquarters 
in Nashville, Tennessee, the scene of 
some of Hank’s greatest triumphs on 
the Grand Ole Opry show. When she 
and Hank, Jr., are not on the road, 
they live in the “mansion on the hill,” 
a spacious home which inspired one of 
Williams’ 500 compositions. 

She spends much of her time devel- 
oping young artists and introducing en- 
tertainers to the Opry. She also has 
produced her own motion picture, 
“Country Music on Broadway,” and 
she and her son have formed a new 
publishing outlet, the Hank Williams 
Music Company. 

Along with giving him her manage- 
rial aid, Audrey Williams has passed 
on a bit of his father’s philosophy. 

“Hank had a lot of sayings,” she 
recalled, “but I think this was his best. 
He believed that phonies don’t last. 
They may be successful in the begin- 
ning, but the veneer soon chips away. 
First you have to have talent. Then 
you have to work on it to make it 
shine.” 


THE ADDITIONAL SCENE AND 
PLAYER MATS, SHOWN IN 
THE COMPLETE CAMPAIGN 
MAT ON ANOTHER PAGE, 
MAY BE ORDERED SINGLY. 


SINGING HANK WILLIAMS ACHIEVED FAME 
BY TOUCHING HEART OF HIS AUDIENCES 


Had the life story of country singer- 
composer Hank Williams appeared on 
the fiction stands under another guise, 
many readers would have credited the 


writer with a more than vivid imagina- 
tion. That is how dramatic and extra- 
ordinary Williams’ passage through 
life was. 

Born into humble circumstances, he 
learned basic country-music chords 
from a Negro street singer and par- 
layed his otherwise untutored talent 
into a major success. Before his un- 
timely death in 1953, at the age of 29, 
Williams was acknowledged the King 
of country music, had written more 
than 500 songs, sold millions of rec- 
ords and was an international favorite. 

This is the absorbing story that un- 
folds in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
“Your Cheatin’ Heart,” in which 
George Hamilton portrays Hank Wil- 
liams. Susan Oliver, Red Buttons and 
Arthur O’Connell also are starred in 
the Sam Katzman production. 

Williams was an Alabama lad who 
started early on his musical career. 
When only twelve, he won an amateur 
contest and a radio job. At fourteen, 
he had his own band which played for 
dances all over the state. His success 
kept building until he was signed for 
the Grand Ole Opry in 1949. 

Even in his lifetime he was a legend. 
His personal appearances were con- 
sistently SRO. Few singers have had 
his gift for touching the hearts of the 


people. His songs, whether ballads, 
novelties or religious compositions, 
were always received with great en- 
thusiasm. 

The remunerations his career brought 
permitted Williams to buy expensive 
cars, fancy, custom-made clothes and 
all the glittering trappings of stardom. 
But he never forgot that he was essen- 
tially a country boy, and perhaps it was 
this disparity that pressured him to the 
breaking point. 

Williams left the world a legacy of 
his records, his songs and his story. 
However, many of his tunes are lost 
to posterity because he never bothered 
—in fact, could not—write them down. 
A born music-maker, Williams was not 
able to read or write music. He merely 
picked out the melodies on his guitar 
as they came to him and had someone 
take down the notes. 

Among his biggest hits are “Your 
Cheatin’ Heart,” “Cold, Cold Heart,” 
“Jambalaya,” “Hey, Good Lookin,’ ” 
“Ramblin? Man,” “Role Um Pete,” 
“Long Gone Lonesome Blues,” “Just 
Waitin’” “I Saw the Light” and 
“Kawliga.” All are spotlighted in 
“Your Cheatin’ Heart,” with Hank’s 
son, Hank Williams, Jr., singing on the 
sound track, 

For the most part, the lyrics tell of 
love, both happy and unrequited, simple 
misfortunes, country-style celebrating 
and religious faith. All are a reflection 
of Hank Williams’ own life, a story 
alternating between joy and tragedy. 


RING THAT BINDS 


Are plain, old-fashioned gold 
wedding rings on the wane? 

It would seem so from the rings 
worn by brides in MGM movies. 

When Debbie Reynolds was mar- 
ried to Harve Presnell in “The Un- 
sinkable Molly Brown,” her wed- 
ding ring was a cigar band. 

Now, in “Your Cheatin’ Heart,” 
the story of Hank Williams, Susan 
Oliver marries George Hamilton 
(portraying Williams) and the wed- 
ding ring he places on her finger is 
an iron washer. 

In “Molly Brown,” when Debbie 
and Harve become multimillionaires, 


she finally wears a jeweled version 
of the cigar band ring. 

In “Your Cheatin’ Heart,” after 
Hank Williams becomes a success, 
he gives his wife a $25,000 diamond 
ring. This one was for real. It be- 
longs to Audrey Williams, the 
singer’s widow, who loaned it to 
Susan Oliver for the picture. 


ITS ‘TOGETHERNESS’ 
FOR GEORGE AND SUE 


After George Hamilton and Susan 
Oliver had completed their respective 
roles at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in 
“Looking For Love,” they had hardly 
time to remove their make-up when 
they found themselves cast together 
again. 

This time, they co-star in MGM’s 
“Your Cheatin’ Heart,” the story of 
Hank Williams. 

In the previous film, George and 
Susan actually had no scenes together. 
Hamilton played a guest-star role in a 
sequence in which he made a movie 
test with Connie Francis. 

In “Your Cheatin’ Heart,” however, 
they emote together throughout most 
of the picture—as husband and wife! 

Also starred in the story of the famed 
country-western singer are Red But- 
tons and Arthur O’Connell. Gene Nel- 


son directed the Sam Katzman produc- 
tion. 


INSPIRATION FOR A NEW LOVE SONG! 


Convinced of his talent as a composer, Susan Oliver urges 
George Hamilton to write a new song in this scene from “‘ Your 
Cheatin’ Heart.’’? The new Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer picture, also 
starring Red Buttons and Arthur O’ Connell, tetls the dramatic 
and moving story of the late country- western singer Hank 
Williams, one of the most popular natural entertainers of his 
time. Filmed in Panavision, it features ten of Williams’ greatest 
song hits, sung on the sound track by Hank Williams, Jr., 
himself a popular concert and recording star. 
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George Hamilton and Susan 
Oliver enact husband and wife 
in **Your Cheatin’ Heart,’ 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s dra- : 

matic and moving story of the 

late country-western singer : ericas réate ' 
Hank Williams, one of the most ORGE m' 
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Panavision, the picture fea- Bing og 
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song hits, sung on the sound : BITTONS . ACCNNELL 
track by Hank Williams, Jr., 

himself a popular recording +f EAT RE 


star. Also starred are Red But- 
tons and Arthur O’ Connell, 
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convince Arthur O’Connell that he wrote the new song which aes i 

they have submitted to the music publisher in this scene from ’ K mM In 
“Your Cheatin’ Heart.’? The Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer picture, CHORD WHITMORE: ara FISON NM Ny AN PonucoN PANAVISION” 
also starring Red Buttons, tells the dramatic and moving story 

of the late country-western singer Hank Williams, one of the S&S Sp egeeeeAgetpanggtog 
most popular natural entertainers of his time. Filmed in Pana- Liat 
vision, it features ten oy Williams’ greatest song hits. 
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STANDEE 


Dress up lobby with this attention-getting 40 x 60 
standee. It can also be displayed at music stores and 
tie-in spots. Send check or money order to: IDEAL 
PHOTO CORP., 160 West 46 Street, N. Y. 36, N. Y. 


Black and white—cut out and mounted..$15.00 
Color—cut out and mounted................ $20.00 
Wood supporting easel ........--....--- $ 3.00 


Shipped Express Collect 


The amazing story 
of Americas greategs 
country Singer, the 
immortal Hank Williams) 
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THEATRE TRAILER 


This trailer says it with music. It’s lilting, fast moving 
and chuck full of the tunes audiences know and love. 
Familiar Hank Williams’ melodies mean boxoffice 
bonanza for you, Order this trailer NOW from Na- 
tional Screen Service. 


TELEVISION TRAILERS 


Television audiences will respond with song and box- 
office lines to these 60 and 20 second television trail- 
ers. Everyone will want to see the story of the national 
idol of country and western music, Contact your MGM 
Field Press Representative. 


RADIO E.T.s 


MGM has come up with two sets of 60, 30, 20 and 
10 second spots which will be excellent for use in 
your community. 


TEX RITTER, famous actor-singer, narrates one set of 
spots which are highlighted by Hank Williams’ music. 
These spots are designed for country and western 
stations. 


WINK MARTINDALE, popular disc jockey, has re- 
corded a special series of ‘‘Top 40’’ radio spots 
which are dynamic and musical. Urban areas will re- 
spond to the fast pace and musical impact. 


GEORGE HAMILTON 
INTERVIEW RECORD 


Famous radio-television commentator Dick Strout in- 
terviews George Hamilton regarding ‘‘Your Cheatin’ 
Heart’’ on a record which will certainly interest your 
local radio stations. Your local radio personalities can 
interview George Hamilton on an open-end version 
of the interview which comes with a script. Contact 
your MGM Field Press Representative. 


JALOPY BALLYHOO 


Attract attention on your community’s main thor- 
oughfares with a noisy old jalopy like the one used 
in ‘‘Your Cheatin’ Heart.’’ Dress the driver and riders 
in Western-like attire similar to that of Hank Williams. 
Attach playdate signs to the doors, rear, and directly 
over the car via supporters. 
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INVITE all local V. 
DECORATE the out 


HAVE local square dai 
theatre or play soundtr 


ARRANGE for square 
of your theatre. 


DRESS your ushers a 


GET local charity bel 
charity will share in th 


HAVE big local coun: 


LETTER WRITING CONTEST 


George Hamilton and Susan Oliver as Hank and 
Audrey Williams get married in ‘‘Your Cheatin’ 
Heart’ on a rainy night in a general store and Hank 
gives Audrey a washer instead of a ring. Interest your 
newspaper editor in running a letter-writing contest 
on on ‘MY HUMOROUS WEDDING.” The funniest 
letters win passes to see ‘‘Your Cheatin’ Heart.” Re- 
serve the right to post these letters as a lobby attrac- 
tion. Order Still No. 1827-33. 


containing ‘‘Your Cheatin’ Heart. 


1 cup finely diced onion 
2 cloves of minced garlic 
3 tablespoons butter 


2 tablespoons minced parsley 
Y, teaspoon dried thyme 
1 tablespoon flour 


Mind” e Louis Armstrong, Decca, DL-8126, ‘‘Satchmo S:ngs’”’ 


MAKE YOUR OPENING NIGHT | 


Music’’ e Patsy Cline, Decca, DXB-176, ‘‘Patsy Cline Story’’ 
RCA Victor, LPM-2544, ‘‘I Remember Hank Williams’’ 
LPM-2197, ‘‘I’li Sing You A Song and Harmonize Too’’ 


1% teaspoon chili powder 
3 large chopped tomatoes 
4¥% cups chicken broth 

1 bay leaf or water 

salt to taste 


1 cup rice, washed 


2 pounds uncooked shrimp 


Hees hn retell dia, 


ig to it as your ‘LOCAL PREMIERE.”’ 
highlight your gala night by doing 


ipals, newspapermen, clergy, etc. 
Screen Specialties and use floodlights. 


play Hank Williams music outside your 
speaker. 


yuare dancing in a roped off area in front 


range a financial agreement whereby the 
orship. This means a lot of free publicity. 


e your gala night. 


The hilarious pie-eating contest sequence in ‘‘Your 
Cheatin’ Heart’ is a good ballyhoo angle. 


® Contact a local bakery and get them to donate 
pies in exchange for lobby and screen credit in a 
pie-eating contest. 


® Hold the contest on your stage after your late show 
and make sure your local press is there to cover it. 


® Tie in with a local charity whereby all contestants 
pay an entry fee that goes to the charity. This 
makes for favorable publicity and a great deal of 


cooperation. 
Order Still No. 1827X500 


RADIO DISC JOCKEY CONTEST 


Disc jockeys are always enthusiastic about contests, especially those that build listenership. The idea of this 
contest is to have the disc jockey play a vocal or instrumental version of ‘‘Your Cheatin’ Heart’’ and ask the 
radio audience to identify the artist or orchestra. Listed below are 32 albums by different recording artists 
Play one artist's recording per day to make the contest last for weeks in 
order to build up a high degree of interest. You can award a pair of tickets per day or wait until every version 
has been played and contestants have named all the artists so you can award a promoted prize as well as the 
passes and the soundtrack album. Do this all in advance of your showing to get the maximum publicity. 


LP ALBUMS WITH ‘‘YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART”’ 


Ames Brothers, RCA Victor, LPM-1998, ‘‘Ames Brothers Sing The Best In The Country’’ e Ray Anthony, Capitol, ST-1752, ““A Worried 
e Harold Bradley, Columbia, CL-2014, ‘“‘Bossa Nova Goes To Nashville’’ 
Theresa Brewer, Coral, CRL7-57361, ‘‘Songs Everybody Knows’’ e Billy Byrd, Warner Bros., W-1327, ‘‘I Love A Guitar’? ¢ Al Caiola, 
United Artists, UAL-3240, ‘‘Golden Guitar’? @¢ Ray Charles, ABC Paramount, ABC-435, ‘‘Modern Sounds of Country and Western 
e Nat King Cole, Capitol, ST-1793, ‘‘Ramblin’ Rose’’ e Floyd Cramer, 
e King Curtis, Capitol, ST-1756, ‘‘Country Soul’’ e Skeeter Davis, RCA Victor, 
¢ Dimensions, Coral, CRL-57430, ‘‘My Foolish Heart’? ¢ Fats Domino, Imperial, 
IM-9248, ‘‘Here He Comes Again’’ ¢ Connie Francis, MGM, E-3795, Country and Western Golden Hits’’ ¢ John Gary, RCA Victor, LPM-2745, 
“Catch A Rising Star’? e George Hamilton IV, ABC Paramount, ABC-251, ‘‘Sing Me A Sad Song’’ e Joni James, MGM, E-3800, “‘Sings 
Songs of Hank Williams’’ e Kitty Kallen, Columbia, CL-1652, ‘‘Honky Tonk Angel’’ e Frankie Laine, Columbia, CL-1231, ‘Greatest Hits 

e Lester Lanin, Epic, LN-24042, ‘“‘High Society, Country Style’’ e Steve Lawrence, Columbia, CL-2052, “‘Swingin’ West’? e Norman 
Luboff, RCA Victor, LPM-2805, ‘‘On The Country Side’’ e Billy Mure, Everest, EVR-5072, ‘“‘Songs of Hank Williams’’ e Les Paul and Mary 
Ford, Columbia, CL-1928, ‘‘Swingin’ South’’ e Roberta Sherwood, Decca, DL-4100, ‘‘Live Performance’ e Connie Stevens, Warner Bros., 
W-1460, ‘‘Henk Williams Song Book’’ e Ernest Tubb, Decca, DL-8834, ‘‘Importance of Being Ernest’’ e Kitty Wells, Decca, DL-8979, 
*‘Kitty’s Choice’? e Margaret Whiting, Dot, DLP-3113, ‘‘Margaret’’ e Faron Young, Capitol, T-778, ‘‘Sweethearts or Strangers 


portions. Serve with a tossed green salad. 


sat Uh ieee 


es 


FOR WOMEN’S PAGES... susmr ro roop epirors 


Just what is “Jambalaya”? The famous southern food has been sung about for years in that famous Hank Williams 
song. The tune is on the way up again because it’s being featured in MGM's story of Hank Williams, “Your Cheatin’ 


Heart’’ which starts. ...at the. ... Theatre. But just what is ‘Jambalaya’ and how does one make it? The answer is 
just below. Try the recipe and see ‘Your Cheatin’ Heart’. They make a great combo of eating and movie-going. 
JAMBALAYA 
INGREDIENTS INSTRUCTIONS 


Saute the onion and garlic in butter until tender — 
minutes. Add parsley, bay leaf and thyme. Stir in flour, chili 
powder and add chopped tomatoes with juice, Let it simmer for 
10 minutes and stir frequently. Add chicken broth, season 
lightly with salt, bring to boil and sprinkle in rice. Then cover 
and let simmer for about 25 minutes, stirring occasionally. Add 
cleaned (shelled and deveined) shrimp and rice to mixture and 
cook covered for 15 minutes. Approximate yield will be 6 
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WHAT IS AVAILABLE... 


MGM SOUNDTRACK ALBUM E/SE-4260 
22 HANK WILLIAMS’ ALBUMS 
SHEET MUSIC PUBLISHED BY ACUFF-ROSE 


Vocal Version of Soundtrack Songs 


‘“Your Cheatin’ Heart’ * ‘‘Hey, Good Lookin” 

‘Il Saw The Light’’ * ‘‘Jambalaya”’ * ‘*Ramblin’ Man”’ 
‘I’m So Lonesome | Could Cry”’ * ‘‘Cold, Cold Heart’ 
‘| Can't Help It’’ * ‘Long Gone Lonesome Blues”’ 
“You Win Again”’ 


Hank Williams’ Song Collections 


‘“Hank Williams’ Country Hit Parade”’ 
“Hank Williams’ Favorite Songs”’ 
‘Hank Williams’ Country Music Folio”’ 


YOUR Cold. TOs 


The songs and recordings of Hank Williams have become 
American classics. He is a basic part of American music and 
that means ‘‘BOXOFFICE"’ for you. He has been awarded 
eleven gold records and his recordings have sold over two 
and one half million albums and over twenty million singles. 
He was and still is the greatest selling country-western re- 
cording artist. As a successful songwriter, his songs have 
been recorded by leading artists, many of whom became 
famous via a Hank Williams song. 


« 


WHAT IS BEING DONE... 


Acuff-Rose, the publishers of all Hank Williams music, have 
been sending out mailings to 3,000 disc jockeys all over the 
country telling them about MGM's ‘Your Cheatin’ Heart.”’ 


2,000 members of the Country Music Association attended 
the Nashville Premiere of ‘‘Your Cheatin’ Heart’’ recently. 
The membership includes disc jockeys from all over America 
who saw the picture and met the celebrities involved. Nash- 
ville’s record shops devoted entire windows to the picture. 
The result was great national publicity. 


2,000 national disc jockeys have received the MGM sound- 
track album. 


WHAT TO DO... 


HE MAKE SURE that local disc jockeys have seen the picture 
and have a copy of the soundtrack album. 


Mi CONTACT music stores and invite their employees to a 
sneak preview. 


MZ GET local music stores to display the records and sheet 
music along with stills and your window card. Provide 
complimentary passes to be placed as surprises in a few 
shopping bags. Make sure this is mentioned in the win- 
dow with the music display. 


BE GIVE AWAY the soundtrack album to the first (X number) 
of admissions. 


Mi PLAY the soundtrack album during intermission and 
through your marquee speakers prior to and during your 
playdate. 


MZ DRESS UP your lobby with a display of the soundtrack 
album, Hank Williams’ albums and sheet music. 


ME SUGGEST to your disc jockeys they stage a Hank Williams 
Memorial Show which can last anywhere from an hour 
to a week. Not only can they utilize the MGM Hank 
Williams’ albums, but they can also play recordings by 
famous artists doing Hank Williams’ songs. 


MZ FOR latest promotional developments in the soundtrack 
and Hank Williams’ records, write: Sol Handwerger, 
MGM Records, 1540 Broadway, New York 36, N. Y. 
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ALSO AVAILABLE FROM N.S.S. 


6-SHEET 3-SHEET 
22x28 LOBBY CARD 
, 14x36 INSERT CARD 
(Ap) All advertising material in this pressbook, as well as all other newspaper 14x22 WINDOW CARD 
and publicity material, has been approved under the MPAA Advertising BANNERS VALANCES FLAGS 
Code as a self-regulatory procedure of the Motion Picture Association of America. J i! 
All inquiries on this procedure, which is voluntarily subscribed to by the major SLIDES, 8x10 STILLS, TRAILERS 
motion picture companies, may be addressed to: Advertising Code Administrator, 


Motion Picture Association of America, 522 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 


40x60, 30x40, 24x82, 24x60 


Printed in U.S.A. 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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